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ME MBE R NE WS
FROM THE ARCHIVES

“Fall is in the Air”—Is it really?

October Excitement

---------------------------------

1962— “BARBECUE PARTY: BYOH - Bring your
own husband.” (Hmmmm.)

Fall is on the calendar, but will we finally see cooler air and gardenhealing rain? Let’s hope. Meanwhile, Barb Spellmeyer shares a couple
of reminders of the glory of autumn, and you are invited to view additional seasonal photos on page 7.

1972— “Edith (Boyer) did such a good job at our
auction that we made $29.25!"
1982— “Over the past thirty years we have
earned the reputation of being one of the
finest garden clubs in the state.”
Jeanne Monaghan, President

1992— October Fundraiser: LUNCH THYME - A
CELEBRATION OF HERBS
“Everyone is to make 2 dozen canapes or
hors d'oeuvres. Save edible flowers such
as: Nasturtium, Geranium petals, Mint
flowers, Chrysanthemum, Roses, and
MarigoIds. Put in water and bring on the
13th to Nancy for the salad.”
2002— “Deck the Halls is in full swing and there
couldn’t be more excitement and enthusiasm. Your donation of time and talent is
gratefully appreciated. Don’t forget to
invite friends, neighbors and relatives to
buy a ticket and visit our boutique.”
2012— “Alice Cowell once again so ably and
enthusiastically served as auctioneer during September’s annual auction. With
checkbooks in hand, members found it
hard to say ‘no’ to
the many fine items
donated for the
auction. At the end
of a fine meeting,
over $800 were
collected from auction sales. These
funds will be used
to purchase supplies
for our December
workshop program.” Inge Bossert

October 2022

A Note from our President
“This year my theme continues to be “Coming Together Again,”
and our quadrennial Deck The Halls fundraiser gives us a unique
opportunity to do just that. This is the event that allows us to fund
key programs and projects over the next four years. Yes, it’s a big
effort, but not so big if everyone pitches in. It’s creative, rewarding
and fun besides.”

Thanks to our Contributors
Jeanie Pelikan, Barbara Murphy, Barbara Mullin, Barb Spellmeyer, Lee
Perry, Richard Pelikan, Nancy Smith, Carolyn Seracka,
Editor: Joe Da Rold

President: Beth Siano

Member Birthdays This Month
2 Jeanne Marie Ryan
5 Adah Levin, Helen Pasterczyck
20 Barbara Mullin
26 Pat Wilson
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Greenwood Road

Owners: Nancy and Alan Smith

House History
Situated on a tree-lined street in Mountainside, this Cape
Cod-style home was built in 1954. Completely renovated in
2015 by the current homeowners, who were “right sizing,”
it provides ample space for entertaining friends. Custom
cabinetry and traditional styling provide a welcoming atmosphere. In the rear of the home, a bluestone patio surrounded by gardens is a perfect spot for summer gatherings.

October 2022

DTH House Theme:

“Trees, Indeed!”

DTH Co-Chairs:
Nancy Smith and Tracy Criscitiello
DTH Handmade Ornaments:
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E. Dudley Avenue

Owners: Linda Habgood / Gary Zanfagna

House History
The house was built circa 1895 by the Loft Family, which owned
it for100 years and operated a grass seed business from the property. The sunroom to the right of the entry was later added by
the owner. The front door and interior French doors, the newel
post, the front stairway, the parquet floors, and the leaded glass
windows in the library and dining room are all original.
The Leahys, who purchased the house in 1999, did the massive
renovation, notably adding the wraparound porch. The 3-story
addition on the back enveloped what used to be an exterior elevator access to the 3rd floor offices.

DTH House Theme:
“Winter Fantasy”

DTH Co-Chairs:
Lee Perry, Kris Luka,
Alice Cowell, Joan Barna
DTH Handmade Ornaments:

The current and fourth owners, purchased the house in 2013.
Their restoration efforts include the preservation of the office
cabinetry and the office door. Restoring the original elevator was
not feasible because it does not meet code. It is reported to be
the oldest one still installed in the state.
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Shadowlawn Drive

Owners: Ellie and Mike Mroz

House History
The current owners lived next door when this house came on
the market. “It was a 1950s center-hall colonial, a full knockdown.” They describe the new design as “Clean, California, Timeless.”
The 4,500-square-foot home is full of creative design ideas, from
its welcoming front porch with hanging chairs, to its wide entry
foyer with a floating center staircase. The two-sided fireplace is
unique; one side warms the front porch while the other side
makes the living room cozy. The back deck offers additional entertaining space with comfortable seating and a large dining space.

DTH House Theme:
“Season of Delights”

DTH Co-Chairs:
Barb Spellmeyer and Cathy Becker
DTH Unique Ornaments:

Materials throughout the home are natural. In the kitchen, Calcutta marble is used for the counters as well as for the walls. “I
wanted it to be very clean and luxurious,” says the owner.
While the main-floor living areas may feel open, the couple clarifies: “Our old house was all open floor plan; we wanted walls and
separation here. This design element proved fortuitous while
quarantining.”
October 2022
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CLUB NEWS
H o r t i c u lt u re

HIGHLIGHTS

Upcoming

Peony Workshop

RHGC
General Meeting

2022-2023
Feature
Programs

October 24, 2022

The venue for the workshop has
been changed. It will be held at
the home of Barbara Mullin.

October 12, 2022

At our monthly meetings
Victorians and Their Plants
January 11th
“Brightwood Park
History and Rehabilitation”
By Rob Lombard

Check with Hort Chair, Barb
Spellmeyer to verify the time of
the meeting and other details.

History from the residents who
lived there before it became a park
to current efforts to protect it.

Juniors
October 19, 2022

3:30 pm
Create holiday cards for Vets.

presented by

Home of Betty Clark

Lesley Parness

Community
Artistic Craf ts

Projects

Contact Tracy Criscitiello

October 12th
Write Cards and
Decorate Vets Bags
October 18th
Planning for Veterans
Holiday Bags
October 19th
Juniors Workshop to write
Vets Cards
October 27th
Workshop for Jardine
Ornaments

October 2022

October 17th
10:00am
Fern Notecard
Workshop
Limit 10 people
Home of Betsy
Chance
October 25th
1:00pm

Candle Painting Workshop
Home of Tracy Criscitiello

February 8th
“Little Island”
By Liman Cheng
Cheng shares his experiences in
caring for the new public garden on
Pier 55 that is part of the distinctive project on Hudson River Park.

March 8th
“Our Very Own Experts”
RHGC members who have taken
GCNJ courses will share valuable
ideas they have learned.
April 12th
“Are Dahlias For You?”
By Eustacia Marsales & Paul Blanton

Owners of elmgardendesign.com
will cover all things dahlias - from
planting, dividing and storing.

May 10th
“Land Conservation in NJ”
By Emile DeVito
Dr. DeVito develops management
plans to protect the biological
diversity ofs the 20,000+ acres of
holdings owned by the New Jersey Conservation Foundation.
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Bashful Moon

Foggy Moon

Photograph by Barb Spellmeyer

Photograph by Carolyn Seracka

Halloween Moon

Bewitching Hour

Photograph by Joe Da Rold

Photograph by Barb Spellmeyer
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Rose-breasted Grosbeak.

Indigo Bunting

Migrating from South America

Migrating from South America

Photograph by Barb Spellmeyer

Photograph by Barb Spellmeyer

American Goldfinch

Westfield Pelikans

Migrating from Alberta

Migrating from Sea Girt

Photograph by Jeanie Pelikan

Photograph by Richard Pelikan
Rake and Hoe Garden Club, Inc. of Westfield NJ

Member of the Garden Club of NJ and National Garden Clubs, Inc

8

ENVIRONMENTAL NEWS
COMPOSTING
COMPOSTING does not have
to be messy or a big deal. So
many folks don't compost at all
and all that great enriching
stuff goes into their trash. To
me, Composting is Recycling,
but the person who recycles
gets all the benefits.
I've been composting for about
70 years with great success. It
is always helpful to have some clean plant matter (leaves, grass
clipping, even small bits of paper) to help cover over the stinky
and bug attracting stuff. It all goes together into the mix that
makes a swell place for plants to grow and other bugs and
things to also find nutriments.
I have a compost bucket, with a cover,
right on the kitchen counter and depending
on the amount of waste from veggies, fruit,
tea bags, et, usually dump 2 to 3 pails full onto the pile.
Because I get so many fresh flowers all year long, the cut-up
waste stuff is a great cover upper. Egg shells are great also, but
I always rinse the shells before adding them to the compost bucket on the counter, for in the early spring, the moths
invade, even with a cover and leave those little awful larva that
will turn into moths. Otherwise, egg shells are a good addition.
I don't know if putting in weeds is good or not; I don't and I
bag up the weeds for the garbage.

Even if you don't do anything more than composting fall leaves
and summer grass, you will do a lot for your overall garden. I
try to tell people to mulch their fall leaves and pile them up
behind bushes, and that alone will work wonders. If you have a
fairly large yard, you should be able to find some hidden corner
some place. Nature will do the rest.
I have NEVER had a stinky compost pile. I don't include any
thing other than waste from growing things and washed egg
shells, ordinary tea bags and coffee grounds.
Never any meat, fish or animal products including dairy. Those forbidden items invite
unwelcome critters into our gardens, especially RATS.
My plants, inside and outside, tell me by
their bountiful lush growth how much they
appreciate that composted soil. I even feed
banana leaves -chopped up a little - to
many of the extra large plants that are now
in the solarium. In the spring, I will mix in
some compost into the big pots outside
when I plant stuff outside. Those nutriments will filter down to
the somewhat spent soil below and regenerate it.
I don't usually use commercial fertilizers, but for bulb and Rhizomatous plants, I do use Bone Meal which is safe and pure. I
don't really follow all the rules the "experts" say to do, but a
success story supports my personal habits. The proof is usually
in the pudding.

[Ed. Note: Plant a weed, reap hundreds of weeds!]

Barbara Mullin

Bob Vila’s
“Best Compost Bins
in 2022”
As published at www.bobvila.com
Note: Bob Vila may get a commission
on the sale of these products, but
the Editor of BT does not.
October 2022
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GARDEN POTPOURRI
Visitor to our Summer Gardens

GARDEN LIMERICKS

Common purslane (Portulaca oleracea) is a
succulent plant. It is a perennial plant in some
areas, but it generally grows as an annual because it cannot survive frost.
The common purslane grows in full sun and
can thrive in most soil types. It is a highly
drought-tolerant plant and is frequently found growing on roadsides, disturbed areas, cultivated fields, driveways, sidewalks, between pavers, in yards, gardens, etc.
Although considered weed, the common purslane is edible and a
good food source. It can be eaten both raw in salads or cooked. All
its parts are edible, including the seeds.
From spring to fall, it produces tiny yellow, orange, or red flowers
that close at night and re-open when exposed to several hours of
sun during the day.
You can see by its name that it is in the same genus as the Portulaca, which is grown as an ornamental but is also edible.

In the sweltering heat of the summer of ‘22
Some perennials came to the end of
their final curfew
Even plants in the shade
Were hardly unscathed
In the end there was precious little a
gardener could do.
jdr

Source: https://backgarden.org/

Useful Garden Apps
Choose the free app that works best for you.
Google Lens— It is not just a plant search, it lets you search
and identify plant, animal, or object. The database is huge.
PlantNet—Lists many wild plants not found elsewhere. Point
and click and compare your plant with others in the data base.
Not there? Switch to the global database and there it is.
Merlin Bird ID—A database of over 6,000 bird species, contains
photos, sounds, and ID tips. Identify birds by photo. Identify bird
songs and calls. To use Bird ID Wizard, just answer 3 questions
about the bird you saw.
Audubon Bird Guide—This is a novice-friendly app. You can
browse by shape (duck-like, hawk-like, perching, etc.) It compares
the species to 11 others — a good range of choices, in mostly
the same habitats.
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Planting Calendar
It need not be spring, and you do not need to be a
farmer to use a planting calendar. You do not even
need to remember whether you are in Zone 6 or 7.
The Almanac, formerly known as the Old Farmer’s
Almanac, has devised a website that you personalize
by zip code:
https://www.almanac.com/gardening/planting-calendar
The site will give you dates for spring and fall plantings in three columns:
 Starting seeds indoors
 Planting seedlings and transplants
 Starting seeds outdoors

It is particularly handy if you are planting veggies.
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76th Annual
Cape May Fall Festival 2022
“So Many Birds”
October 13th—16th

For more information visit:
www.njaudubon.org

An Editorial: Summer of 2022
Over the last two years, our lives have been severely limited by Covid, but at least we could spend time unmasked in our gardens.
This summer it has been almost impossible to go outside during the heat of the day. Although we have had only one day of 100degrees, the rest has been an unrelenting series of 90 degree temps. Was there a single rainy day all summer, or even one overcast
day? Maybe one. One of our garden club members wrote: “I spent all of August looking out my window at the weeds growing and my
grass dying.” Amen. This person is not a complainer.

Our gardening has been limited by the brutally hot, humid, and arid weather. On my official watering days, I have been desperately
trying to keep some of my young plants and trees alive. My dwarf lilac was just planted this spring; I don’t want it to die. I have nurtured my redbud from an 18” seedling, and it just had its first full spring bloom, but it has been showing worrisome signs of stress.
I unknowingly saved the life of my little shrub (Perry Berry) by moving it to a better and shadier spot this spring – but it too has had
a rough time of it.
This summer gave lie to the phrase “full-sun plants.” Plants died that are traditionally sun-tolerant. My wild geranium (Pink Pamela) came through its first winter in healthy fashion and flourished in the rainy spring. Daily watering
could not save it from the summer’s hostile sun. Two of my cleomes that always thrive under the summer sun are
suddenly sad, tan stalks. Our green gardens have turned various shades of brown.
Thankfully, the wet spring left our reservoirs in good shape. As we head into the relief of a cooler fall, we are finally seeing the reappearance of sporadic rainshowers and storms. Considering what is happening with drought on
our west coast and around the world, we have no reason to gripe about what we went through this summer.
Let’s consider it a learning lesson for the future.
Joe Da Rold, 8-29-22
BT Newsletter Editor
October 2022
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